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APPENDIX 1

Appendix 1.1 – Rare or Threatened Categories for Listed Victorian Taxa

Table A1.1. Rare or Threatened categories for listed Victorian taxa.

Rare or Threatened Categories

Conservation Status in Australia (Based on the EPBC Act 1999)

- Extinct: Extinct is when there is no reasonable doubt that the last individual of the species has died.

- Critically Endangered: A species is critically endangered when it is facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild

in the immediate future.

- Endangered: A species is endangered when it is not critically endangered but is facing a very high risk of extinction in

the wild in the near future.

- Vulnerable: A species is vulnerable when it is not critically endangered or endangered but is facing a high risk of

extinction in the wild in the medium-term future.

* - Rare: A species is rare but overall is not currently considered critically endangered, endangered or vulnerable.

- Poorly Known: A species is suspected, but not definitely known, to belong to any of the categories extinct, critically

endangered, endangered, vulnerable or rare.

Conservation Status in Victoria (Based on DSE 2009, DSE 2013a or DEPI 2014)

- Presumed Extinct in Victoria: not recorded from Victoria during the past 50 years despite field searches specifically for the

plant, or, alternatively, intensive field searches (since 1950) at all previously known sites have failed to record the plant.

- Endangered in Victoria: at risk of disappearing from the wild state if present land use and other causal factors continue to

operate.

- Vulnerable in Victoria: not presently endangered but likely to become so soon due to continued depletion; occurring

mainly on sites likely to experience changes in land-use which would threaten the survival of the plant in the wild; or, taxa

whose total population is so small that the likelihood of recovery from disturbance, including localised natural events such

as drought, fire or landslip, is doubtful.

- Rare in Victoria: rare but not considered otherwise threatened - there are relatively few known populations or the taxon

is restricted to a relatively small area.

- Poorly Known in Victoria: poorly known and suspected, but not definitely known, to belong to one of the above categories

(x, e, v or r) within Victoria. At present, accurate distribution information is inadequate.
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Appendix 1.2 – Defining Ecological Significance

Table A1.2. Criteria for defining Ecological Significance ratings for significant flora, fauna and communities.

National Significance

National conservation status is based on the EPBC Act list of taxa considered threatened in Australia (i.e. extinct, critically

endangered, endangered, vulnerable).

National conservation status is based on the EPBC Act list of taxa considered threatened in Australia (i.e. Extinct, Critically

Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable).

Fauna listed as Extinct, Critically Endangered, Endangered, Vulnerable, or Rare under National Action Plans for terrestrial

taxon prepared for DoE: mammals (Woinarski et al. 2014), bats (Duncan et al. 1999), birds (Garnett et al. 2011), reptiles

(Cogger et al. 1993), amphibians (Tyler 1997) and butterflies (Sands and New 2002).

Vegetation communities considered critically endangered, endangered or vulnerable under the EPBC Act and considering

vegetation condition.

State Significance

Threatened taxa listed under the provisions of the FFG Act.

Flora listed in the State Government’s Advisory List of Rare or Threatened Plants in Victoria (DEPI 2014).

Threatened taxon listed under Schedule 2 of the FFG Act.

Fauna listed as Extinct, Critically Endangered, Endangered and Vulnerable on the State Government’s Advisory List of

Threatened Vertebrate Fauna in Victoria (DSE 2013).

Listed as Lower Risk (Near Threatened, Conservation Dependent or Least concern) or Data Deficient under National Action

Plans for terrestrial species prepared for the DoE: mammals (Woinarski et al. 2014), bats (Duncan et al. 1999), birds (Garnett

et al. 2011), reptiles (Cogger et al. 1993), amphibians (Tyler 1997) and butterflies (Sands and New 2002).

Ecological communities listed as threatened under the FFG Act (DELWP 2017h).

EVC listed as threatened (i.e. endangered, vulnerable) or rare in a Native Vegetation Plan for a particular bioregion and

considering vegetation condition.

Regional Significance

Fauna with a disjunct distribution, or a small number of documented recorded or naturally rare in the particular Bioregion in

which the study area is located.

A particular taxon that is has an unusual ecological or biogeographical occurrence or listed as Lower Risk – Near Threatened,

Data Deficient or Insufficiently Known on the State Government’s Advisory List of Threatened Vertebrate Fauna in Victoria

(DSE 2009).

EVC listed as depleted or least concern in a Native Vegetation Plan for a particular bioregion) and considering vegetation

condition.

EVC considered rare by the author for a particular bioregion.

Local Significance

Local significance is defined as flora, fauna and ecological communities indigenous to a particular area, which are not

considered rare or threatened on a national, state or regional level.
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Appendix 1.3 – Vegetation Condition and Habitat Quality

Table A1.3.1 Defining Vegetation Condition ratings.

Criteria for defining Vegetation Condition

Vegetation dominated by a diversity of indigenous species, with defined structures (where appropriate), such as canopy

layer, shrub layer, and ground cover, with little or few introduced species present.

Vegetation dominated by a diversity of indigenous species, but is lacking some structures, such as canopy layer, shrub

layer or ground cover, and/or there is a greater level of introduced flora species present.

Vegetation dominated by introduced species, but supports low levels of indigenous species present, in the canopy, shrub

layer or ground cover.

Table A1.3.2 Defining Habitat Quality.

Criteria for defining Habitat Quality

� High degree of intactness (i.e. floristically and structurally diverse), containing several important habitat features

such as ground debris (logs, rocks, vegetation), mature hollow-bearing trees, and a dense understorey

component.

� High species richness and diversity (i.e. represented by a large number of species from a range of fauna groups).

� High level of foraging and breeding activity, with the site regularly used by native fauna for refuge and cover.

� Habitat that has experienced, or is experiencing low levels of disturbance and/or threatening processes (i.e. weed

invasion, introduced animals, soil erosion, salinity).

� High contribution to a wildlife corridor, and/or connected to a larger area(s) of high quality habitat.

� Provides known, or likely habitat for one or more rare or threatened species listed under the EPBC Act, FFG Act,

or species considered rare or threatened according to DSE 2009, 2013a; DEPI 2014.

� Moderate degree of intactness, containing one or more important habitat features such as ground debris (logs,

rocks, vegetation), mature hollow-bearing trees, and a dense understorey component.

� Moderate species richness and diversity - represented by a moderate number of species from a range of fauna

groups.

� Moderate levels of foraging and breeding activity, with the site used by native fauna for refuge and cover.

� Habitat that has experienced, or is experiencing moderate levels of disturbance and/or threatening processes.

� Moderate contribution to a wildlife corridor, or is connected to area(s) of moderate quality habitat.

� Provides potential habitat for a small number of threatened species listed under the EPBC Act, FFG Act, or species

considered rare or threatened according to DSE 2009, 2013a; DEPI 2014.

� Low degree of intactness, containing few important habitat features such as ground debris (logs, rocks,

vegetation), mature hollow-bearing trees, and a dense understorey component.

� Low species richness and diversity (i.e. represented by a small number of species from a range of fauna groups).

� Low levels of foraging and breeding activity, with the site used by native fauna for refuge and cover.

� Habitat that has experienced, or is experiencing high levels of disturbance and/or threatening processes.

� Unlikely to form part of a wildlife corridor, and is not connected to another area(s) of habitat.

� Unlikely to provide habitat for rare or threatened species listed under the EPBC Act, FFG Act, or considered rare

or threatened according to DSE 2009, 2013a; DEPI 2014.




