
 

Minutes – Delburn Wind Farm Community and Stakeholder 

Consultative Committee Meeting 2 
 

5-7pm, 26/04/2021, Baromi Centre, Mirboo North 

 

Attendees:  

 Anthony Boxshall (Chair)  

 Ruth Harper (Secretariat)  

 Graeme Wilson (Delburn)  

 Heather Butler (Mirboo North)  

 Tony Wolfe (Morwell)  

 Trevor Hoare (SSF)  

 Ivor Auty (Narracan) 

 Lorraine Bull (GCCN)  

 Peter Mooney (GTLC)  

 Andy Newell (HVP)  

 Elizabeth Radcliffe (OSMI) 

 

Apologies: Charlie Solomon (GLaWAC), Wendy Farmer (Voices of the Valley), Chris Milne (Boolarra), 

Rhain Bateman (WGCMA), Mike Timpano (LVA), Tomas Mabin (Driffield), Christine Legg (South 

Gippsland Shire Council). 

The following organisations have been invited to sit on the committee and are still considering their 

participation: Latrobe City Council, Boolarra Community Development Group, Yinnar and District 

Community Group, Mirboo Country Development Inc, Landcare  

Minutes 

Agenda Item 1 Welcomes, aims for tonight  

The Chair opened the meeting by acknowledging the traditional owners of the land, the GunaiKurnai 

and paid his respects to their elders past and present. 

The Chair welcomed all participants.  

The Chair revisited his expectations in relation to interactions within the committee requesting: 

 Constructive frankness,  

 Respect,  

 Confidence and humility, and 

 Representative perspective 

The Chair reviewed the purpose of the meeting – to finalise the Terms of Reference, decide on 

priorities for discussion in the future and discuss the statutory planning process. 

Agenda item 2 Introduction, Observers and Conflicts of Interest 

The Chair welcomed new attendees Trevor and Ivor and invited everyone to introduce themselves 

and their affiliation again briefly for their benefit. 

The Chair introduced the idea of Boolarra Police representative Matt Ryan and EPA officer Stacey 
Clark attending as observers and whether it is appropriate. The question was asked why Matt was 
interested, and the response was that he has a general interest in keeping up to date with the project 



 

for both personal reasons (as a community member) and also professionally from a community safety 
perspective.  
 
The future regulatory role that the EPA would have if the project is approved was discussed.   
 
The Chair confirmed that no one has any issues with either of them attending. 
 
No conflicts of interest were declared. 

Agenda item 3 Review of Actions arising from last meeting 

It was noted that feedback was provided on the TOR, but no changes were recommended by 
members of the Committee. 
 
There was a discussion about conversations that committee members have had within the community 
and Committee members indicated that there was not much feedback at this point. A comment was 
made that people appear to be becoming resigned to the prospect of the project being built.  
 
A question was raised regarding OSMI’s role in the operation of the project into the future.   
 
An explanation of the OSMI/Cubico relationship covered in the previous meeting was referenced and 
it was suggested that more information needs to be made available to the public regarding this 
relationship. The potential benefits of another article in the papers on this subject was discussed, 
which could be combined with a further call out for more members on the committee. 
 
ACTION: OSMI to review and update information on project ownership across a range of channels 
including giving consideration to hosting a webinar.  
 
It was noted that committee members opted in via self-nomination, which has been raised as a 
criticism by some community members. It was pointed out that community representatives are still 
being sought from a number of under-represented localities, and additional community members are 
welcome to attend all of the meetings as observers. 
 

It was identified that an opportunity exists to provide greater education to the community on the 

details of how the electricity industry and the grid works.  

Agenda item 4 Terms of Reference - What was updated? 

 
Principles & Code of conduct  
 
The Chair revisited the earlier conversation regarding the role of the committee – purpose and 
adherence to principles and code of conduct, with reference to how updates to the document had 
been made to reflect this and went through the main changes in the document. The main changes 
included: 

 Principles updated as discussed and arranged dot points under each principle.  

 Termination of membership –the focus has been changed to make it clearer that members 

may leave at any time, but there are certain circumstances under which their position may 

be terminated. It was noted that terminating positions on the basis of missing two 

consecutive meetings is too harsh. This will be reworded to reflect that if a committee 



 

member doesn’t attend without correspondence for a significant period of time, they will 

be contacted to confirm whether they would like to continue their membership or not, prior 

to any action being taken. Note: following the meeting, the Chair recommended that this 

clause be removed completely as unnecessary.  

 Code of Conduct – reworded so that it does not come across that committee members are 

acting for the benefit of the project proponent, and rather the community and/or 

stakeholder group or sector that they represent.  

 Decision making – clarified to articulate that on the rare occasions that decision are made 

that they will be consensus based.  

 Updated conflict of interest section to reflect the conversation regarding various roles that 

members play in the community and which role they bring to the committee – ie, wearing 

one ‘hat’ only and being clear about which ‘hat’ they are wearing at any one time. 

Action: Committee members to review updated document and raise any concerns by Monday 10th 
May (noting this is a working document that can be amended as required over time). 
OSMI to publish Terms of Reference online following this final review.  
 

Agenda item 5 Community Concerns  

It was conveyed that OSMI needs to demonstrate community concerns are being listened to and build 
confidence that these concerns are being addressed.  The Chair invited the committee members to 
write down ideas for later collation on how OSMI can address community concerns and build 
confidence. 
 
The list of community concerns gathered based on feedback from the committee so far was discussed 
and the committee invited to write down any community concerns they are aware of that were missing 
from list.  
 
Through group discussion, all topics were then grouped into similar themes and committee members 
then invited to nominate their top five priority topics for discussion to allow the committees forward 
agenda to be developed.  Committee members representing OSMI and HVP did not vote.  
 

The discussion topics identified were:  

 Health  

 Fire  

 Approvals process  

 Noise  

 Building community confidence  

 Project benefits  

 Wildlife 

 Community trust in the process 

 Lighting 

 Telecommunications 

 Other technical details 

The results of this discussion are presented in Attachment A. 

 

The top topics for discussion in future CSCC meetings were highlighted as following: 

 Project benefits (9 total Votes) 



 

 Health (5 total Votes)  

 Building community confidence/understanding (5 Votes) 

 Community trust in the process (5 Votes) 

 Fire (4 Votes) 

 Approvals process (3 Votes) 

 Other technical details (2 Votes) 

 Wildlife (2 Votes) 

 Telecommunications (1 Vote) 

 

Agenda item 6 Statutory Planning Process presentation 

Liz Radcliffe (OSMI) provided a presentation on the statutory planning process. The presentation 
(Attachment B) covered details of the Delburn Wind Farm planning application, provided clarification 
that what some people have been referring to as a visitor ‘centre’ is actually a visitor area, comprising 
a viewing area with a car park and informative signage/interpretation material.   
 
The presentation provided an explanation of the different government agencies involved in 
consideration of the application for planning approval and outlined the formal panel hearing process.  
 
Questions were asked about the formal notification process, how names and addresses for the 
notification are obtained (which are provided by local government), and the reason these have not yet 
been accessed (being due to the Information Privacy Act).  The committee was advised that DELWP 
will determine how far from the project OSMI will be required to formally notify landowners of the 
planning process, and in addition to that scope, OSMI will notify all residents who have provided their 
residential or email address to OSMI.  
 
The committee was advised that the project has been ‘called in’ by the Minister and it is likely he will 
refer the project to a Planning Panel to provide him with a recommendation on the application. During 
a discussion regarding the panel membership and the expertise of panel members, it was noted that 
prospective Panel members are appointed by the Chief Panel Member, under delegation from the Minister 
for Planning. 

Members of individual Panels are selected from a list of Panel members based on: 

 the experience or expertise required by the subject of the matter to be considered by the Panel; 
 the likely length of the Panel Hearing; and 
 the availability of Panel members. 

Members of a Panel are required to declare that they have no conflict of interest when: 

 approached to be appointed to a Panel; and 
 after the Directions Hearing. 

Further information on the role and functioning of Panels can be found at 
https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/panels-and-committees/panels-and-committees 
 



 

It was noted that given Delburn Wind Farm will likely be the first forest wind farm to seek planning 
approval in Victoria, there is a lot of interest in ‘getting it right’. 
 
It was also noted that there is no right of appeal to the Minister’s decision through VCAT and that the 
Minister’s is not obliged to act on the recommendations of the panel.  
 
The issue of timing of the public notification period and panel hearing was raised again, and it was 
noted that timing is dependent upon DELWP finalising their review of the planning permit application 
documentation.  
 
Some people noted that it was confusing having the Delburn Wind Farm information on the OSMI 
website and queried whether it might be better to have a DWF website, suggesting that the current set 
up gives the impression that the CSCC is working for OSMI.  The Chair showed the committee how to 
access the Delburn Wind Farm web information and clarified that this issue has sought to be clarified 
through the reviewed ToR, but further feedback is welcome. 
 
A question was asked about what happens to the native veg that gets cleared.  It was noted that large 
tress can be left on the ground as habitat, and that much of the material can be mulched and used to 
stabilise earthworks.  In some instances, it may also unavoidable to burn the material.  
 

Wrap Up 

The question was posed are the committee members happy with monthly meetings, and it was 

agreed this is appropriate at present, unless there is a need to hold an extraordinary meeting based 

on the timing of the public notification period.  

 

Last Monday of the month is suitable.  Next two meetings to be – 31 May and 28 June.  

A preference was expressed to continue meeting in person for May meeting. June or July meetings 

may transition to an online environment based on the views of the CSCC in May. 

Following a discussion on meeting location it was agreed OSMI would explore the possibility of using 

the Mirboo North and Community Foundation offices in Mirboo North.  

Next meeting 

Next meeting to be held on Monday 31 May 5 – 7pm, Mirboo North (venue TBC). 

Actions arising: 

- OSMI to update brochure/website with a more detail regarding the OSMI/Cubico 

relationship and what this means to the community. OSMI to consider other media release 

in the papers also detailing the Cubico/OSMI relationship and requesting more members for 

the Committee, update FAQs and consider a webinar 

- Committee members to review the updated Terms of Reference and the Code of Conduct 

and forward any further amendments to the chair via cscc@delburnwindfarm.com.au by 

May 10th. Documents can be found on the OSMI web site  https://osmi.com.au/consultative-

committee) OSMI to publish the updated Terms of Reference online following this review.  



 

Rolling Actions 

 

- All committee members to communicate widely about the CSCC seeking further members 

particularly from communities local to the planned wind farm, highlighting the desire for a 

diversity of opinions.  

- Committee members to send ideas about topics you would like covered at future Committee 

meetings to cscc@delburnwindfarm.com.au.  There is no limit on the number of items a 

committee member can nominated.  

- All committee members to review the Managing Conflict of Interest information online site  

https://osmi.com.au/consultative-committee and advise the Chair of any potential, 

perceived or actual conflicts of interest that before the next meeting.  

 


